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ZEN and AI  

Rev. William KIGEN EKESON, Oshō  
Zen Buddhist Monk from Mt. Baldy Zen Center (Los Angeles/USA) 

Abbot of Bodhidharma Zendo by OEBR, Vienna / Austria 

                                   

Tuesday, January 16th, 2024, 13:15-14:45, HS 21 

University of Vienna, Hauptgebäude, Stiege 8 

          A-1010 Wien, Universitätsring 1 

                                   
William EKESON, KIGEN Seigaku (希玄青岳), Oshō began his studies of Zen Buddhism in 1987 at 
the Cambridge Buddhist Association. This center was co-founded in 1957 by Shin’ichi Hisamatsu and 
D.T. Suzuki in Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA. There, he began kōan practice under Myo-an 
Maurine Stuart, Roshi. In 1990, he moved to Mt Baldy Zen Center, was ordained as a monk and 
immersed himself in the strict monastic environment of Rinzai Zen. 1999 After nine years of training 
on Mt Baldy, Kigen was appointed as Vice-abbot of Rinzai-ji in Los Angeles, CA, and given the rank 
of Osho (priest). 2003, founding a new meditation group, Hollywood Zen Center in the Rinzai Zen 
School; the activities in the USA continue. Since 2010, nominated by Genro Seiun Koudela, Zenji 
Dai-Osho (玄朗棲雲禅師 大和尚 1924 - 2010), the founder and Abbot of Bodhidharma Zendo in 
Vienna by OEBR (Österr. Buddhistische Religionsgesellschaft) to its spiritual leader; since 2019 the 
Abbot of the same. https://bodhidharmazendo.at/kigen-osho/  

                      
Discussion moderator: Univ.-Doz. (Dr. habil.) Dr. Hisaki HASHI  
(Professor of Philosophy, GSSR, Polish Academy of Sciences)  
 
Kooperation: Philosophische Gesellschaft Wien, The Japan Society for Global System & Ethics, 
Österreichische Haiku-Gesellschaft, ÖBR/Österreichische Buddhistische Religionsgesellschaft 
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